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Church News
chal ke val l ey benef ice

Readings for  Sunday 13t h Sept em ber  - 15t h Sunday af t er   Tr in it y 

  Old Test am ent  :  Genesis 50 v 15 - 21 New Test am ent  :  Romans 14 v 1- 12

Gospel:  Matthew 18 v 21 - 35   Psalm  103 v 1 - 13

This time of the year is one where there are many changes and 
many new beginnings. Children have returned to school, or maybe 
moved onto new schools, colleges or universities. We have officially 
entered the season of Autumn and after the heatwaves of summer 
we have had some days the when the temperature has dropped 
and the weather has started to turn autumnal, the nights are 
drawing in and we are in the about to start Harvest Festival season.

Harvest is a time when we celebrate the wonders of God?s creation 
and give thanks to God for his goodness. It is a time of celebration, 
but it is also a time of change. The crops have been stored away and 
the growing season is over for this year, but we are also aware that 
this is also a new beginning. The soil is being prepared for next 
year?s harvest and the cycle will start all over again.

Endings and change can be hard for many of us, but we can also be 
glad that endings and change lead to new beginnings. At General 
Synod in July there was a lot of discussion about re-wilding; about 
leaving nature alone and watching what happens. We were shown 
examples of barren land where letting nature take its course led to incredible biodiversity; creation is a wonderful 
thing and the land came gradually came back to life with a staggering range of plants and animals.

The talk of re-wilding made me reflect on wonder what could be in store for us in the Chalke Valley if we really allow 
God?s love to flourish here?But it is also clear that we cannot leave everything to nature; without the conscious and 
determined efforts of our farmers throughout the year we wouldn?t have food on our tables. And in the same way 
we can?t just sit back and do nothing if we want to ?Make Jesus Known? in our communities; we all have a part to 
play in spreading the good news of the Gospel.

As we celebrate Harvest and the ongoing cycle of creation let us all truly remember that Jesus tells us, ?I am the 
bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty?.?

Revd Dr Ruth Howlett-Shipley



Thank you to all  involved in the Global Prayer Week held at Bowerchalke 
Church this week, especially Revd Kate Woolven for leading the daily 
services.

The Morning Prayer 
services have been a 
time to stop, breathe, 
reflect and pray in our 
busy lives.  The services 
have also been a time 
think of, and pray 
for,our brothers and 
sisters across the world 
in need of our prayers.



If you are unable to attend a service  in church this Sunday, 
there are services on the radio ...

8.10am  - BBC Radio 4  - Sunday Worship 
'Journeying t owards Bangor '

Manon Ceridwen James journeys from the 
Llyn Peninsular to Bangor as she prepares 

to become Bishop of Bangor

6.00pm  - BBC Radio 3    Choral Evensong

Holy Sepulchre, London                        

The Gospel reading for  Sunday 13t h Sept em ber                      
Mat t hew  18 v 21 - 35 - 'Forgiveness'

Then Peter came and said to him, ?Lord, if my brother or sister 
sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven 
times?? Jesus said to him, ?Not seven times, but, I tell you, 
seventy-seven times.

The Parable of  t he Unforgiving Servant

?For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a 
king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves.  When he 
began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him, and, as he could not pay, the 
lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions and payment to be made.  
So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ?Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.?  And out of 
pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt.  But that same slave, as he went out, 
came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him by the throat he said, ?Pay 
what you owe.? Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ?Have patience with me, and I will pay you.?  
But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. When his fellow slaves saw 
what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken 
place.  Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ?You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you 
pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you??  And in anger his 
lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt.  So my heavenly Father will also do to 
every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.?
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