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Church News
chal ke val l ey benef ice

Readings for  Sunday 4t h Oct ober  - 18t h Sunday af t er   Tr in it y 

  Old Test am ent  :  Isaiah 5 v 1 - 7  New Test am ent  :  Philippians 3 v 4b - 14

Gospel:  Matthew 21 v 33 - end  Psalm  80 v 9 - 17

?Season of  m ist s and m ellow  f ru it fu lness? is the first 

line of John Keats? poem In Autumn written in September 1819. The 
poem evokes, in carefully chosen words and succinct sentences, the 
beauty of this season. The vibrant colours, the crunchy leaves, smells 
of apples; the smooth conkers in their spikey shells and the sweet 
fruit ? all our senses alert at this time of year.  The mists have been 
particularly welcome after such a long dry spell, and as they lift over 
the fields in the early morning revealing the dew laden, now 
miraculously re-greened grass, they offer us time to reflect on the 
changing season and the faithfulness of our Creator. It is a suitable 
time to celebrate, as many of us have been, our traditional Harvest 
Festivals, even though our farmers report that ?all was safely 
gathered in?*  much earlier this year. Our churches have been 
bedecked with abundant fresh produce from the generous land; the 
flowers brightly red, orange and purple next to bulbous gourds and 
magnificent pumpkins.

Yet Moses reminds us in the book of Deuteronomy, not to forget the Lord our God who has repeatedly brought 
us through trials, and still provides for us, overwhelming us with abundant goodness. We are reminded of the 
importance of noticing this, and of gratitude. Of how giving thanks improves the health and wellbeing of all 
involved, making us more inclined to be kind and generous, changing the atmosphere both locally and more 
widely.

God?s commandments are designed for the benefit of all people, and saying thank you - praising God and those 
around us for their kindness or good deeds -is one of them. One from which we should notice instant results.  
So, come ye thankful people come, say thank you to someone today, perhaps even to God, and do so again 
tomorrow, and the next day for that matter, and don?t stop there. The world will be a better place as a result.

Revd Maggie Metcalfe

* Come, Ye Thankful People, Come by Henry Alford



 Please let  Shelagh 07917195242 or  Sarah 07386 606433 
or  Maggie 07989 895149 know if  you?d l ike t o com e 

If you are unable to attend a service  
in church this Sunday, there are 

services on the radio ...

8.10am  - BBC Radio 4  
- Sunday Worship 

'Open t hou our  l ips'

A celebration of Choral Evensong

                    

 Facebook

Every Sunday at

 9.00 am

                              



The Gospel reading for   Sunday 4t h Oct ober

Mat t hew  21 v 33 - end - The Parable of  t he Wicked Tenant s

?Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted 
a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a winepress in it, and built 
a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went 
away.When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the 
tenants to collect his produce.But the tenants seized his slaves 
and beat one, killed another, and stoned another.Again he sent 
other slaves, more than the first, and they treated them in the 
same way.Then he sent his son to them, saying, ?They will respect my son.?But when the tenants saw the son, they 
said to themselves, ?This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.?So they seized him, threw him out 
of the vineyard, and killed him.Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants??They 
said to him, ?He will put those wretches to a miserable death and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give 
him the produce at the harvest time.?

Jesus said to them, ?Have you never read in the scriptures:

?The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone;
this was the Lord?s doing,
and it is amazing in our eyes??

?Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from 
you and given to a people that produces its fruits.The one who falls 
on this stone will be broken to pieces, and it will crush anyone on 
whom it falls.?

When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they 
realized that he was speaking about them.They wanted to arrest 
him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a 
prophet.

If you are unable to 
make a Harvest service 

in church, there is a 
Church of England 
recorded service 

available by clicking

HERE
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