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 SERVICES THIS WEEK

 

Fear not November?s challenge bold.

We?ve books and friends,

and hearths that never can grow cold.

These make amends.  Alexander L Fraser

Even in challenging November, the brilliance of the autumn sun causes the beech trees to dazzle with their 
yellows, gold, copper, and russet.  But by now many of the other trees have lost their leaves.  Without them the 
true size and shape of each is revealed; the girth of the trunk; the way they have grown to endure wind and 
weather; the size and direction of their branches.  They stand strong, gaunt, mighty, and immovable.

Idly gazing at a large, naked ash the other day, I thought about the strength we need to cope with the storms of 
life when they hit, and where we find it when we are stripped of our equilibrium and wellbeing, and we discover 
that we may not be the people we thought we were.

In the Bible, King David suffered intense persecution at the hand of King Saul before he was finally crowned.  Yet, 
some of his most beautiful psalms were written during this time of pain and struggle.For example, Psalm 61

1 Hear my cry, O God;
listen to my prayer.

2 From the ends of the earth I call to you,
I call as my heart grows faint;

lead me to the rock that is higher than I.

3 For you have been my refuge,
a strong tower against the foe.

David understood that when we are really struggling there is only one place to turn.  God is indeed our strong 
tower.  He is our refuge and our strength.  But we need to understand that, before we can turn to God for his 
help and protection.  We may know this but there are many who don?t.

We are holding an Alpha Course in the New Year, starting on 15th January in the Broad Chalke Village Hall.       
The course is an introduction to God and Christianity.  The first session will be an overview of the course. We are 
asking our congregations to come and to bring a friend, someone who may at some point need to know that 
God can provide the strength and help they need to see them through their own November storm.

Revd Kate Woolven



If you are unable to attend a service 
in church this Sunday, there are 

services on the radio ...

8.10am     BBC Radio 4  
A service of 

Remembrance from 
Wellington College

10.30am  BBC Radio 4

A service of Remembrance from the 
Cenotaph  

3.00pm BBC 
Radio 3 'Choral 

Evensong'

Choral Evensong from the Old Royal 
Naval College, Greenwich

Readings for  t h is Sunday:

 Old Test am ent  

 Job 19 v 23-27a 

 New Test am ent  

 2 Thessalonians 2 v 1-5, 13-end

Gospel 

 Luke 20 v 27-38

Psalm

17 v 1-9



Clergy work ing days

Please note that the clergy team is  available throughout the week and a member of the team is always available in 
an emergency or for an immediate pastoral need.

We welcome Revd Alison back from her travels to India.  Revd Alison's non-working day is a Friday. 

Revd Ruth will be taking annual leave until Saturday 8th November.  Revd Ruth's non-working day is a Monday.

Revd Maggie's non-working days are Mondays and Fridays. 
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