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 SERVICES THIS WEEK

 

Readings for  Sunday 5t h Apr i l   - East er  Day 

  Old Test am ent  :  Jeremiah 31 v 1 - 6 New Test am ent  :   Acts 10 v 34  -  43

Gospel:  Matthew 28 v 1 - 10     Psalm : 118 v 1 - 2 & 14 - 24

The Gospel reading for  East er  Day 

Mat t hew  28 v 1 - 10 - The Resur rect ion of  Jesus

After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, 
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. And 
suddenly there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the 
Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone 
and sat on it.  His appearance was like lightning and his clothing 
white as snow.  For fear of him the guards shook and became 
like dead men. But the angel said to the women, ?Do not be 
afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus who was 
crucified.  He is not here, for he has been raised, as he said. 
Come, see the place where he lay.   Then go quickly and tell his 
disciples, ?He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is 
going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.? This is my message for you.?   So they left the tomb quickly 
with fear and great joy and ran to tell his disciples.  Suddenly Jesus met them and said, ?Greetings!? And they came 
to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him.  Then Jesus said to them, ?Do not be afraid; go and tell my 
brothers and sisters to go to Galilee; there they will see me.?



An East er  Message f rom  Revd Alison

Today with the children in Berwick St John, we made Easter gardens 
on a plate, the children were creative and questioning. ?What?s the 
yogurt pot for?? then I explained that this is the Tomb of Jesus Christ. 
Then we talked about the crosses, the plants, the stone that was 
rolled away, who was there and the living water that flowed as a 
stream (as a length of foil) in their garden and the gravel path (made 
of bird seed) leading from the cross to the tomb and from the tomb 
to resurrection.

Explaining what resurrection was, was interesting the children take it on face value that Jesus came so that we 
might be forgiven. That hope of a fresh start every time we repent, turn around, turn back to Christ is awesome.

Forgiveness has a strong Christian resonance it is a powerful, refreshing, enabling, it enables us to bring to God our 
troubles, our woes and worries.

There is so much in this world to worry us, at the moment with war, oppression, starvation and water deprivation, 
that our prayers may seem in vain against the might of foreign powers.

But prayers are never in vain, as we pray, God hears us, by praying to him in love, taking time to sit with him and to 
listen to what he might have to say.

To let him lift our worries and concerns gives us the space to exalt him and affect those pools in which we live and 
to live in the example of Jesus Christ. But in our pools these ripples spread, as ripples of living water, his word and 
way of living amongst those ripples spreading, circling, moving outwards, meeting other waves and becoming one.

Easter is awesome a fresh start for us all, so lets shout from the roof tops, Alleluia, alleluia, Christ is risen, he is risen 
indeed. Alleluia!!

How is East er  celebrat ed in ot her  par t s of  t he  wor ld?

Easter is the most important festival in the Christian calendar and is celebrated 
by people all over the world.

On the Greek island of Corfu, old pots are thrown out of the windows on to the 
streets as an Easter Saturday morning tradition. It 's thought the tradition was 
copied from the people of Venice, in Italy, who throw out their possessions.

In Poland, people throw water over each other on Easter Monday. It 's known as 
Wet Monday and happens in many other countries too.

It 's a tradition that is connected with the baptism of a Polish prince hundreds of 
years ago.

In the small town of Bessieres in the south of France, people gather every 
Easter Monday to share a massive... omelette!

Around 15,000 eggs are used, and it 's big enough to feed thousands of people.

Legend has it that the French Emperor Napoléon Bonaparte liked an omelette 
he'd eaten in a small town and wanted a huge one made for him and his army, 
and from that this tradition was born. Throughout 

history, people 
have given each 

other eggs to 
mark spring 

festivals and new 
life.



If you are unable to attend a service

 in church this Sunday, there are services on 
the radio ...

6.35am   BBC Radio 4 
Sunr ise Service      

recorded at Laudato Si 
Centre, Salford 

8.10am    BBC Radio 4  
Sunday Worship                                                      

Live from Canterbury 
Cathedral                                       

 3.00pm    BBC Radio 3  
Choral Evensong

From the Chapel of Kings 
College, Cambridge       

Salisbury 
Cathedral's 
Easter 
Garden will 
return to 

outside the Visitor Entrance into the Cloisters  
5th April - 8 June. The Mediterranean plants 
will draw visitors back to the landscape and 
story of Jesus. Three crosses and a sealed 
tomb will remind us of his sacrificial death and 
burial on Good Friday before the stone is 
rolled aside and the tomb opens on Easter 
Sunday as we recall Jesus? defeat of death and 
promise of salvation. The garden will continue 
throughout the season of Eastertide.



Clergy Cont act s & Work ing Days

Please note that the clergy team is  available throughout the week and a member of the team is always 
available in an emergency or for an immediate pastoral need.

  Revd Ruth Tel:  01722 697022  -  Revd Ruth's non-working day is a Monday.

Revd Alison:  01722 697404 or 07904 034221  -  Revd Alison's non-working day is a Friday. 

Revd Kate: 07754 582395            Revd Maggie: 01722 325825    
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